
The Primary Years Programme (PYP) is a 
transdisciplinary curriculum framework 

from years 3 to 8. 

Transdisciplinary Themes Key concepts Approaches to 

learning 

Learner values UNESCO 

Sustainable 

development 

goals 

Form - What is it like?

Connection - How is it connected to 

other things? 

Function - How does it work? 

Perspective - What are the points of 

view? 

Causation - Why is it like this? 

Responsibility - What is our 

responsibility? 

Change - How is it changing? 

Thinking 

Research

Communication

Social 

Self-Management

Inquirers Knowledgeable

Thinkers Communicators

Principled 

Open-Minded 

Caring 

Risk-Takers 

Balanced 

Reflective

Reduced inequalities 

Good health and 

wellbeing 

Industry, innovation and 

infrastructure 

Gender equality 

Sustainable cities and 

communities

Peace justice and strong 

institutions 





Who we are

Where we are in place and time

Sharing the planet

How we express ourselves

How we organise ourselves

How the world works

Transdisciplinary is the word that the IB uses to describe a concept that is interconnected and can be applied across all 

subjects and to real life. 

Within our Primary Years Programme the six transdisciplinary themes provide the framework for exploration and 

construction of knowledge. 

Subjects are distinct, yet interconnected, allowing for holistic learning experiences. 



Central ideas – Is a statement that provides guidance for uncovering learning 

throughout the unit of inquiry. The central idea supports children’s understanding of 
the Transdisciplinary Theme it is connected to and challenges and extends children’s 
prior knowledge. The central idea is integral to conceptual understanding as well as 

factual knowledge.

Our central ideas are designed to engaging, relevant and challenging. 



Inquiry  - Is an approach to learning that 

involves a process of exploring the world. 

It’s the philosophy/ the pedagogy that 
underpins how it is taught. 

Lines of enquiry - Clarify the central ideas 

and define the scope of enquiry. They give 

focus and deepen understanding. 

We have planned a focus for the unit of 

inquiry based on the expectations of the 

National Curriculum and the interests of the 

learners.



Approaches to Learning  - There are 5 approaches to Learning; 

Communication Skills, Social Skills, Self-Management Skills, Thinking Skills 

and Research Skills. They are a broad group of skills that we use when we 

are fully involved in our learning.  They are grounded in the belied that 

learning how to learn is fundamental to a pupil’s education.

These skills are a really important part of education and life long skills that 

our children can take with them. These five categories of interrelated 

skills aim to support students of all ages to become self-regulated learners 

who know how to ask good questions, set effective goals and pursue their 

aspirations with the determination to achieve them. These skills also help 

to support students’ sense of agency, encouraging them to see their 
learning as an active and dynamic process (IBO 2017)

Source: From Principles Into Practice - ibo.org - PYP Resources (need password).



We have 10 Learner Values - each learner value is mapped out under our umbrella values.  These values 

map to the IB learner attributes. 

The attributes of the learner profile represent a broad range of human capacities and responsibilities 

that encompass intellectual, personal, emotional and social growth. They support pupils to develop 

international-mindedness and take action for positive change. Exercising their agency, pupils take 

ownership of their learning, express their ideas and opinions, and reflect on their development of the 

learner profile attributes.



Teaching and learning is organised to align 

subject knowledge with the lines of inquiry 

which expand from the central ideas. All central 

ideas and lines of inquiry are a joint venture 

with educators and learners having equal impact 

in their delivery. 

Learners are invested and work collaboratively 

to create a curriculum linked with the PYP 

learner profile attributes and the National 

Curriculum objectives. Content aligns with the 

lines of inquiry and expectations set out within 

the National Curriculum, thus employing 

provoking and engaging learning opportunities 

which stimulate pupils to solve problems, think 

critically, and explore and draw informed and 

fair conclusions.



Assessment incorporates both formative, and summative assessment, ensuring 

that pupil progress and attainment can be monitored accurately over time. 

Through effective assessment, educators and learners have a clear understanding 

of knowledge and understanding during different stages of learning. 

TCS use Evidence for Learning to provide a window in to the classroom learning 

journey and support parents to feedback on the connections and transference of 

skills into other environments.  

Regular information on assessments is provided for parents, enabling them to 

support their child’s learning. It is also provided for governors and ELA Trust to 
ensure judgements about the effectiveness of the academy can be efficaciously 

made.



A concept is a “big idea” - a principle or 

notion that is enduring and is not constrained 

by a particular origin, subject matter or place 

in time (Erikson 2008). They are mental 

constructs which are broad, abstract, 

timeless and universal. They provide each 

unit of inquiry with direction and meaning. 

These ideas are explored and re-explored in 

order to develop a deep understanding. 

Related Concepts  - Are the concepts that link 

to the 7 key concepts. It helps to manage the 

breadth of the unit which will drive the 

planning and implementation of the unit.

The PYP is driven by 7 key concepts Form, Function, Causation, Change, Connection, Perspective and Responsibility. 



Transdisciplinary Connections – Are the interleaving subjects that link directly to the central idea. 

This example is from Phase A, Spring 1 

and as you can see the English, 

Geography, PSHRE and Art link directly 

to the central idea. There will be other 

subjects that also link in as the theme 

is explored. 



There are 17 Sustainable development goals, these are mapped out 

throughout our curriculum and aim to transform the world for people with 

disabilities. It provides our children with the knowledge, skills, attributes and 

values necessary to address SD challenges. 



English book spine

The core texts are high 

quality, ambitious books 

with enriched language for 

the phase to base 

their English lessons.

These core texts are linked 

to the central idea.

Every class every term will 

build up to producing 2 

quality pieces of writing 

from each text.

The inspirational read is a 

book that the class can read 

together over the term, to 

inspire a love of reading.



Subject overviews

This is a Science subject 

overview. It shows the 

content that is covered each 

term. 

On our website you will find 

subject overviews for the 

following subjects:

English 

Maths 

Art 

Humanities

Science

Computing

Cooking

Music

PE 

PSHRE



IB Programmes of Inquiry



Progression document 

This is an English speaking and 

Listening Progression document. 

The skills and knowledge on this has 

come from the IB scope and sequence 

document and the National 

Curriculum. They have been cleverly 

combined to ensure we have no gaps 

and clear progression from Stage 1 

through to Stage 5.

On our website you will find 

progression documents for the 

following subjects:

English                                Maths 

Art                                       Humanities

Science                               Computing

Cooking                              PSHRE

Music                                  PE 



Thank you 

If you have any questions or queries about what your child is 

learning at The Cavendish School, we would be delighted to 

talk to you.  

Please contact the school on hello@tcs.tela.org.uk with your 

questions. 

mailto:hello@tcs.tela.org.uk

